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________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction: 

As someone deeply invested in both cancer research and education, I have learned that 

the most meaningful teaching moments often come from connecting scientific data to 

real-world impact. Reflecting on my experiences in the classroom, the lab, and 

interdisciplinary settings has shaped the way I approach teaching and mentoring in public 

health. 

Step 1: List at least three experiences that have impacted you the most and defined you 

as an educator.  

1. Leading data workshops for oncology fellows and discovering how visual tools

and case-based discussions transformed complicated statistics into something

accessible.

2. Working as a data scientist in a cancer genomics and immunology lab, making

sense of dense sequencing data for colleagues with clinical backgrounds.

3. Watching interdisciplinary tumor boards in action, where open discussion and

teamwork among clinicians, pathologists, and researchers brought the data’s

meaning to life.

Step 2: Select one experience from the list above and write a paragraph using storytelling 

to write your hook.  

Early in my career managing oncology datasets, I was asked to guide a group of clinical 

fellows through an intimidating spreadsheet packed with survival rates and incidence 

figures. I noticed the information seemed overwhelming, until I changed my approach. 

Rather than reciting numbers, I shared a patient story woven through that very data. 

Quickly, the atmosphere shifted: fellows leaned in with interest, questions bubbled up, 

and we found ourselves discussing what these trends meant for real people in the clinic. 

That moment taught me that real learning happens when abstract data becomes personal 

and relevant, when teaching is less about the spreadsheet, and more about making a 

genuine connection to the human stories behind the numbers. 
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Creating your Conclusion: 
Reflect on your teaching goals and the strategies you will implement to achieve them. 

The conclusion should demonstrate your passion for teaching and commitment to 

helping your students succeed. 

Step 1: List at least four goals and strategies you implement or will implement as an 

educator who believes in helping their students/participants be successful. 

1. Foster a learning environment where everyone feels safe and encouraged to

participate.

2. Bring concepts to life using real-world datasets and practical examples from public

health and cancer research.

3. Use active learning strategies, like discussions and applied exercises, to deepen

understanding.

4. Offer constructive feedback that helps students grow in both skill and confidence.

Step 2: Select two goals from the list above and write a draft conclusion paragraph 

highlighting them and your commitment to student success. 

My teaching philosophy focuses on making public health concepts come alive through real-

world data and hands-on tools like cancer dashboards linked with patient surveys. This helps 

students move beyond theory and understand how data directly impacts research, policy, and 

patient care. Just as important, I aim to foster an inclusive and supportive environment where 

students feel comfortable asking questions and diving into challenging material. By 

combining practical learning with a welcoming classroom culture, I am committed to helping 

students develop the knowledge and confidence they need to succeed in their public health 

careers.   
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